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Twin Cities Regional Group Information 

The Rumble Sheet is the official publication of the Twin 
Cities Regional Group #46 (TCRG) of the Early Ford V-
8 Club of America and is sent to all current members 
and advertisers.  TCRG is chartered by the Early Ford V
-8 Club of America, and is a non-profit corporation in 
the state of Minnesota, dedicated to the preservation of 
Ford Motor Company vehicles and related historical 
materials from the era of the flathead V-8 engines, in-
cluding all Fords, Mercury's and Lincolns so equipped 
from 1932 through 1953. 

Club Address 

P.O. Box 20236, Minneapolis, MN  55420 

Meetings Membership meetings of the 
TCRG are held at 7:00 p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of almost every month at a site 
announced in the Rumble Sheet.  Change of   
time or site will also be announced in the 
Rumble Sheet. 
Membership Membership dues for the 
TCRG are $25 per calendar year.  Member-
ship in the Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
(the National Club) is a membership re-
quirement of the Twin Cities Regional 
Group. 
Submitting Material Please send all mate-
rials for publication to Bill  Gillies , 1736 
Crystal Ave., Arden Hills, MN 55112 or E-
mail wlgillies48@gmail.com.  Rumble 
Sheet material deadline is the 15th of the 
month.  E-mail body content (not attach-
ment) is preferred. 
Advertising Classified ads are free to 
TCRG  members, and will run for three 
consecutive months.  Display ads (business 
card size) will run for 12 issues at a cost of 
$30.  Check under ad for last appearance. 
Website TCRG can be visited online at 
www.tcrgv8club.org 

Twin Cities Regional Group 2019 Board of Directors 

President    Mike Erickson   320-396-2473 
Vice President    Kent Tabako   763-755-7535    
Secretary    Gary Rosenberger  651-451-2937  
Treasurer    Roger Wothe   952-473-3038 
Editor     Bill Gillies     651-633–1564 
Membership    Gordy Ditmanson  651-646-8103 
Sunshine Lady    Cathy Tabako   763-755-7535 
Archives    OPEN     
Media Director   Ron Long   651-714-2740 
Webmaster    Lynn Erickson   320-396-2473 
Current Board Members   Joel Bergstrom   651-631-0091 
     Ron Christensen  763-208-2244  
     Tom Murray   651-699-1893 
     Steve Seidel   763-434-7848 
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Happy Birthday GEEZER BREAKFAST 
3rd Thursday of the Month 

   

 

   Looking Ahead- Membership  
Meeting   

 

August 2020 Presidents message 
 

Well, here it is almost August, and we haven't been able to go to any car shows or swap meets as every thing 
has been canceled. I have had the '37 out and put about 700 miles cruising this summer.  I have gotten sever-
al projects around the house done; just finished a major one-replaced 320 damaged bricks on the fire place 
chimney and poured a new concrete cap on it. 

 We will be having the August meeting at the Eagan Car Club- see details in the Rumble Sheet. Hopefully, 
we can have our September meeting back at the church again. We are looking for ideas/topics for after our 
meetings.  If you have something you would like to share or questions about your V8, this is a good source 
for information.  Let me know and we will get you on the schedule. 

We have a Geezer tour planned August 20th.  We will  meet at the White Bear Lake City Hall 4701 US 61, 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 at 9:30. We will leave at 9:45 and take a leisurely drive on the back roads to 
Taylors Falls where we will have lunch at "The Drive-In".  We will head back to the Twin Cities via a dif-
ferent route (possibly stopping for ice cream!), so plan on joining us.  Don't forget your mask as we will be 
practicing social distancing. 

Mike Erickson 

August 1  Rose Ann Bergstrom 

August 10  Eiko Seidl 

August 13   Cindy Flores 

August 16  Keith Hillstrom 

August 27   Cheryl Granlund 

          August 5 Meeting in Eagan at 
Ian Hardgrove's and Al Rehder's collec-
tions, at the Eagan Car Club facility at 
4105 South Robert Trail in Eagan.   
.Map on the Left! 
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President Mike Erickson called the meeting to order at 9:40 am. Eight board members were in attendance. 
They were Mike Erickson, Gary Rosenberger, Roger Wothe, Bill Gillies, Gordy Ditmanson, Joel Bergstrom, 
Ron Christensen, and Steve Seidel.         
 A. Treasurer Report - Roger W. Reported that we have $7,442.38 dollars in our bank account. $60.87 
  was paid to Minuteman Press for newsletters.      
 B. Secretary Report - Gary R. Minutes Approved.      
 C. Membership - Gordy D. We have 80 paid members. The National membership drive is on hold for 
 now. The membership post card used for renewal was not received well. A new membership form is 
 being considered. A revised idea to be presented at our next meeting.     
 D. Editor - Bill G. Please someone help Bill with an article for the newsletter. He is frustrated with the 
 lack of enthusiasm from the group.    
 E. Upcoming Events - August 5 TH  membership meeting at Eagan Car Club, club house. Start time 7     
 pm. Gordy D. will be in charge of the meeting. Activities: Get ideas on the membership’s feelings on 
 getting back to normal with club activities.        
 F. Old Business -           
  1. Geezer breakfasts - On hold for now due to the Covid 19 virus.   
  2. Jackets and shirts. The orders have been placed but the company making them is moving 
  slow to produce them because of the virus.    
  3. Website update. On hold for now.        
  4. A brick at the Ford Foundation in Auburn, IN was purchased in remembrance of Paul Dudek 
  with funds received from his family’s donation to our club. A certificate will be presented to his 
  wife JoAnne.     
 G. New Business -           
  1. A day trip was planned for August 20, 2020. To combine a breakfast and a day tour into one. 
  Details will be in the next Rumble Sheet. A rough plan is to meet in White Bear Lake and 
  cruise to Stillwater and up to Taylor Falls with lunch at the Drive-Inn located there.   
  2. Joel is checking on getting the church for our Sept. meeting. He thinks the church should be 
  open by then, depending on the virus.    
  3. Do you have any ideas for club activities? The club is open for safe ideas. Visit a nude beach 
  in Mpls - Dine at an open air café on Lake Street?   
 H. Other            
  1. Jerry Felton is moving down south and has donated car books to our club. An auction is be
  ing planned with funds going to our club.    
  2. A club member has passed away and his wife is having to deal with the sale of their cars. 
  This is a reminder to club members to keep your spouse informed of location of titles, price for 
  the sale of cars, and ways to dispose of parts, etc. Make the transformation easy on your loved 
  ones.   
 I. Membership Meeting Activities        
  1. August 5th, 2020 Eagan Car Club        
 J. Next Board Meeting          
  1. Next board meeting - Wednesday, August 12, 2020 at 9:30 am Bill Gillies’    
 Meeting adjourned at 10:45 am         
 Submitted by Secretary Gary Rosenberger 

Board Meeting Minutes July 16, 2020    
Location: Bill Gillies’ Deck  
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July 16th Board Meeting 

Those in attendance on the Gillies’ deck;  Mike Erickson, Gary Rosenberger, Steve Seidl, Roger Wothe, Ron 
Christensen, Gordy Ditmanson, Joel Bergstrom, and myself. 

A SECRET THAT HELPED US WIN WORLD WAR II  
From “The Script”, The Dallas Newsletter 

Here is an interesting story that probably none of us ever heard about. It seems that the German and British 
aircraft both used 87 octane gasoline in the first two years of the war. While that was fairly satisfactory in the 
German Daimler-Benz V-12 engine, it was marginal in the British Rolls-Royce Merlin XX engine in British 
aircraft. It fouled the sparkplugs, caused valves to stick, and made frequent engine repair problems. Then 
came lend-lease and American aircraft began to enter British service in great numbers. If British engines hat-
ed 87 octane gasoline - American, General Motors built, Allison 1710 engines loathed and despised it. Some-
thing had to be done! Along came an American named Tim Palucka, a chemist for Sun Oil in their Southeast 
Texas Refinery. Never heard of him? Small wonder, very few people have. He took a French formula for en-
hancing the octane of gasoline and invented the "Cracking Tower" and produced 100 octane aviation gaso-
line. This discovery led to great joy among our English cousins and great distress among the Germans. A 
Spitfire fueled with 100 octane gasoline was 34 miles per hour faster at 10,000 feet. The need to replace en-
gines went from every 500 hours of operation to every 1,000 hours which reduced the cost of British aircraft 
by 300 pounds sterling. Even more, when used in 4 engine bombers. The Germans could not believe it when 
Spitfires that coulcatch them a year ago, started shooting their ME-109 E and G models right out of the sky. 
Of course, the matter had to be kept secret. If the Germans found out that it was a French invention, they 
would simply copy the original French patents. If any of you have ever wondered what they were doing in 
that 3 story white brick building in front of the Sun Oil Refinery on old Highway 90, that was it. They were re
-inventing gasoline. The American Allison engines improved remarkably with 100 octane gasoline but did 
much better when 130 octane gasoline came along in 1944. The 130 octanes also improved the Radial Engine 
Bombers we produced. The Germans and Japanese never snapped to the fact that we had re-invented gaso-
line. Neither did our "Friends" the Russians. 100,000 Americans died in the skies over Europe. Lord only 
knows what that number would have been without "Super Gasoline". And it all was invented just a few miles 
west of Beaumont, Texas and we never knew a thing about it.  
Submitted by John Wallace   
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Fourth Of July in Stillwater   9AM  85 Degrees 
The New Restored Lift Bridge 

Mary and I drove over to Stillwater to walk across the 
newly restored Bridge. The bridge was built in 1931 
and carried car and truck traffic until a couple of years 
ago. Instead of tearing it down they did a 100 point 
restoration. New gears were made for the lift and 
when it goes up you can barely hear it. The bridge 
raises every  half hour to let river traffic pass. We did 
watch one boat go under before it was raised   
knocking his GPS disk off. Oops the river had come 
up over night said the bridge operator. 
Hot ride in a Flathead. 
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Walter Duffy who joined in 08/2017  shows his 1932 Ford. ‘37 motor with Eddy Meyers dual 
intake. 

The Beast 

My son Patrick recently drove our newly ac-
quired 1932 Hi Boy Roadster for the first time. 
With a smile on his face he declared the old 
racer, “Beast.” I concurred.  

“Beast” relocated from Santa Monica, Califor-
nia to the land of sky blue water with several 
reminders of its past battles in California drag 
racing venues.   

Frame/Suspension  

The ’32 Hi Boy sits on an original 1932 Ford 
frame with unsplit wishbones, heavy Ford front 
axle, old school friction shocks, Houdaille rears 
and dog bones. An open driveshaft, Ford rear 
end with 362 pinion gears, 16 inch wire wheels 
with big and little tires and a custom dual ex-
haust system, featuring modified motorcycle 
mufflers, complete the underside of “Beast.” 
Nice sound too! 

Ford 1940 juice brakes stop the old racer at a 
“leisurely” pace.  

Engine/Transmission 

The engine is a balanced 1937 Ford 21 Stud 
Flathead, running high compression Canadian 
aluminum heads, a Meyers intake manifold 
supporting two Stromberg ‘97s, a Crane cam 
and an old school (distributor/coil/points) igni-
tion system. The gearbox is a 1939 Ford stand-
ard three speed synchro unit.   

Interior 
The dash features unique 1930’s Waltham 
gauges from a 1937 V-12 Packard (kilometers 
per hour speedometer, amperes, water tempera-
ture, oil pressure, gas gauge, and clock). Stand-
ard bench seat and door panels host modern 
seat belts.  

Body 

The old racer appears to have been responsibly  
 ( continued following page) 
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2021 Motorfest in Morgantown, PA  

 Come to the Classic Auto Mall in Morgantown, PA. for Motorfest, May 31 - June 4, 2021.  There will be ro-
tating tours to transportation related museums and private collections each day. Travel will be to 4 nearby 
towns to limit the number of people at each destination. Social events will be at the Holiday Inn each evening 
where adequate space is available for social distancing.  
The hotel rooms are $104 plus tax per night and reservations should be made separately. The cost per person 
will be $185 and includes admission to tour destinations each day and social events each evening. There will 
be no charge for unsecured trailer and RV parking. There would be no operations check, swap meet or con-
course judging however there is a cruise in at the Mall on Wednesday which would be open to the attendees 
as part of a social event. Drive whatever vehicle you choose to bring. Registration information is attached, 
and we'd encourage you to make hotel reservations early as rooms are limited. There is a casino nearby and 
the Museum at the reading Airport is having a WWII Weekend described in the registration package. The ho-
tel will extend your stay at the same room rate if you would like to attend. Tickets for the event can be pur-
chased separately.  
If you have any questions, please contact me.  
Registration forms are also available online go to.  
http://www.fordv8foundation.org/2021%20Motorfest%20Registration%20form.pdf 
If you haven't heard about the Classic Auto Mall Here's a video of the facility which is connected to the host 
hotel. It's like an indoor car show that's open every day with over 1,000 cars. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNzQWH601sw&feature=youtu.be 
Norm Heathcote - Registration Chairman 
305 Gwynnbrook Avenue 
Owings Mills, MD 21117  

Cell Phone 410-227-2040               email vvomllc@hotmail.com  

used and well kept, neither a garage queen 
nor concourse candidate. An early reproduc-
tion steel body of unknown origin has the 
earned patina of a valued mechanical travel-
ing companion, chips, faded paint and all. 
The Deuce goes like stink through the gears; 
makes a fabulous racket of mechanical and 
exhaust sounds and puts a smile on the faces 
of occupants and observers.  

Go Army!! 

Walt Duffy  
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              Nothing brings out philosophers like “stay-at-home” orders, and nothing promotes the probing ques-
tions of philosophy like a pandemic and heaving social unrest. 

              The ancient order of history-loving flatheads has long had an ambivalent relationship with its epony-
mous founder who notoriously quipped that “History is Bunk.” We celebrate his birthday on July 30th. 

              Henry Ford, inventor, innovator, and entrepreneur, was born during the Civil War and over the 
course of his life experienced two World Wars, a pandemic influenza, two calamitous dry spells, one by 
Amendment, one by climate, and a disastrous worldwide economic depression, and that is not a complete list. 
History will judge whether his statues will remain, but his essays, of which there are many, can be interesting 
subjects of philosophical discourse. Here’s one that may be timely if not controversial.   

               Originally published in the Dearborn Independent, during the Model T era, under “Mr. Ford’s 
Page,” he titled it “Opposite Views—And Both Right!” He begins, “The pessimist who sees things going to 
pieces is not deluded; he is correctly reporting what he actually sees. The optimist who sees things soaring up 
to the height of perfection is an equally good reporter—he is not fooling us or himself—he sees what he says 
he sees.” 

              Forebodingly he writes, “[The pessimists] correctly see that certain established customs, methods, 
processes, institutions, and traditions we have been accustomed to lean upon, are undoubtedly going to piec-
es, … irrecoverably, too. And it is that last element—the irrecoverability—that strikes fear to many people. 
Most people [think] of normalcy as yesterday come back. But the old world is dead, dead, dead. It is beyond 
recovery. What you see is its funeral, its decay.” This is a little grim. 

             “But if you turn around,” he goes on, “and see what is coming swiftly up behind your back, as you 
gaze apprehensively into the past, you will see the other half of the field of vision: you will see the things that 
are to be.” 

        Here Ford’s writing becomes poetic, almost biblical: “Perhaps you have seen the oak take color in com-
pany with other trees in the autumn. Then came the rains, and the other trees let go their leaves; not so the 
oak, only a few did he let fall. Then came the winds, and the branches of the other trees were left ragged; but 
the oak held most of his leafage. Then came the frost, and all the trees were stripped clean and bare of leaves; 
but the oak leaves shriveled a bit and took on the tone of old Cordovan leather, but for the most part clung to 
the parent boughs. They are a cheering sight in winter, those shriveled leaves that defied the frosts of autumn; 
they are a cheering sight as they defy the winter’s snow and blast. Then winter begins to wane, and spring is 
a promise in the air, and green things begin to appear, but still the oak holds tenaciously to last year’s foliage. 
A little later and the leaves begin to fall—in spring. If you had not looked around upon the earth to see what 
was transpiring there, if you did not know what compensating work was being done, you might well think 
that at last every leaf in the world was about to go. 

             “But this is the fact: the leaves that stayed longest, that we learned to associate with stability—those 
are the leaves that fall before the new leaves appear. 

              “In the social order, is it not our seemingly most strongly established things that are beginning to 
flutter down? Are not the most solidly established services the ones that are most under doom? Certainly, as 
anyone who focuses his vision only on the passing things will tell you. It is the collapse of the most dominant 
methods and institutions that alarms most people. Well it need not alarm anyone,” he writes comfortingly. “If 

Ford and Pandemics   Gordy Ditmanson 



10 

you will widen your field of vision you will soon see other things springing up to take the place of that which 
is passing.” 

                “Certainly many things are going to pieces. They ought to! And if you look at them long enough 
you may get the impression that everything is going to pieces. You should turn around and look the other 
way, and you see the New Era marching up the side of the hill. Then you will see that although the ruin of all 
our own stupid, inefficient, unjust and unproductive methods is unavoidable and good, the real cause of their 
disappearance is the New Way which is pushing them out.” 

              Ford was about sixty when he penned this essay. By seventy or eighty his views might have been 
changing a bit as his lieutenants began to change the direction of his enterprises. Nonetheless, here he con-
cludes, “So, you have a choice. You can sit and look out of all that made the old “normalcy” and you can 
wail about calamity to come; or you can stand up and watch the new era come in, looking for your place in 
its ranks.”  I think I mentioned a certain “ambivalence.”      

              At the end of the essay Ford makes a slightly awkward literary segue in which he isolates the one 
word which he regards as essential going forward---“SERVICE!” The capitals are his. He mentions there is a 
second word, “Honesty” but says you can “drop that one and save time.”  

              Well I’m not sure, but this is probably a good time to highlight some optimists in our own club.  
First, we are fortunate to have a very forward looking President, Mike Erickson, who is faithfully shepherd-
ing us through the present crisis and planning as we speak the breakout moments for our treasured V-8s (and 
sixes), cordovan-ed leather though they might be. And also for Lynn who is keeping us squarely in the face 
of updated social media, our pipeline to the future. Then there’s our own Bruce Nelson, that upbeat, energetic 
dynamo who is at the helm of the National Club injecting the “social” into “distance.” There’s Ron El who 
has re-envisioned the artistic preservation of the imagery of our hopefully long-lasting culture, as well as de-
veloping the capability of mass producing V-8 themed face masks. And the irrepressible Gary R. who is even 
now exploring new back road routes to venues free of viruses or cares. Finally, the Ford Service Award prob-
ably belongs to a pioneering senior member of our club, a self-described pessimist, but in reality a pillar of 
consistency and high standards of workmanship, who, despite the distancing and apparent crumbling of the 
old social order, has been single handedly holding the whole kit-and-kaboodle together as the editor of the 
Rumble Sheet, Bill Gillies. He has also kept our printing company solvent! 

             Hopefully we’ll all still be clinging on in the Spring. And me? Well I’m just a philosopher.  
      Editors note: “Just a philosopher” , he says!  
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Support our Advertisers! 

Add 
$2.50 
to  
Ship-
ping 
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Twin Cities Regional Group 
Early Ford V-8 Club of America 
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